
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 
P. O. Box 2513, Winston-Salem, NC 27102-2513 

November 7, 2014 

 
Dear WS/FCS Families, 
 
First quarter has come to an end, and report cards will be sent home this week. We wanted to explain the 
steps that we’ve taken this year to eliminate some confusion that came about last year when PowerSchool 
was used to calculate grades for the first time. 
 
If you remember last year, the use of median grades caused confusion. Teachers recorded grades in their 
PowerSchool gradebooks, and the grades were converted to a median alpha-grade to determine a final 
grade and the student’s grade-point average on a four-point scale. An A equals four points, a B equals 
three points, a C equals two points and a D equals one point. Fs do not earn points. We used the scale 
below to do this: 
 

93-100   A (97) 4.00 
85-92   B (89) 3.00 
77-84   C (81) 2.00 
70-76   D (74) 1.00 
69 and below  F (66) 0.00 

 
In other words, when a student’s grade is 93 to 100, he/she is given an A, and the median average of 97 is 
used to calculate the final grade, which would equal four points on the four-point scale. Whether a student 
earned a 93 or a 99, the median average of 97 was used to calculate the grade. The process was not new; 
we used it for years with NCWISE. What was different was that parents and teachers could see the use of 
median grades to convert to alpha grades in PowerSchool. 
 
We did not change this process midyear because we wanted the senior class to use the same method 
throughout their careers. However, to see if we could make this process simpler, a committee of 
principals, teachers, counselors and administrators worked over the summer and made several 
recommendations. These recommendations were approved in September by the Board of Education and 
myself. They are: 
 

• Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, we will no longer use median grades to determine final 
grades. Grades will reflect the true numeric score obtained by students.	  

	  
• WS/FCS will continue to use letter grades to report final grades in 2014-15.	  

 
• Student rank was calculated during the spring of 2014 to allow for updated rank and transcripts.	  

	  
• Based on committee and teacher input, the minimum value of an F will change from 66 to 63 for 

all final grades reported in Powerschool. Individual assignments (grades) maintained in the 
teacher gradebook will remain.	  

 	  
Sincerely,  

 
Beverly R. Emory 
Superintendent 


